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became customary for every man who made a Will before the Reformation to devise 'something to the high altar of the Church where he lived, and something likewise to the mother Church or Cathedral; and those who were to be buried in the Church usually gave something towards its reparations.
But at the great Festivals all people were obliged to offer something, not only as convenient, but as a duty; but the proportion was left to the discretion of the giver, and I think with great reason; for the bounty of the Christians in those ages was so great, that men would build churches on their own lands, on purpose that they might have an equal share of those oblations with the clergy.
And this might be the occasion that the Emperors Constantine and Valentinian, made laws to prohibit such excessive gifts, which in those days were kept in storehouses built for that very pin-pose.
But in succeeding ages there was little occasion for such laws, for the zeal of the people was so considerably abated, that instead of those repositories the clergy had little chests to contain those gifts, till at last they dwindled into so small a portion, that now, as a quaint writer observes, they can scarce be felt in the parson's pocket. -
OCTAVE. The Octave is the eighth day after any principal festival of the Church. In ancient times it was customary to observe these days with much devotion, including the whole period also, from the festival to the octave. It was thought that the subject and occasion of these high festivals, called for their being lengthened out in this manner; and the period of eight days was chosen, because the Jews celebrated their greater feasts, some for seven days, and the Feast of Tabernacles for eight days. Such Jewish institutions being only types and shadows, the Christians thought it fit not to have their commemorations of shorter duration.
In our Prayer Book we retain the observance of the octaves of Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and Whit-Sunday, by using, for seven days after each of these festivals, an appropriate " Preface," in the communion service, if that Sacrament is administered on any of those